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The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
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21_ page(s) were reviewed and 21 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been. 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

n referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

a You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 







Enclosure(s) 


□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative flle(s) in which the subject(s) of your request 
was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to 
other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has 
shown, when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the 
main ftle(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main 
investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, 
and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



BH X57-352 


the date ol 


_k:ould not recall hia whereabouts Qn 

le second ARTHUR SHORES' bombing. 


_ Qn the evening of the Gaston Motel borabinz^J_ J 

I w ere. playing bridge at the home qf [ 

l and ‘rei i ro 

return home about ll:Uo p.m. They were traveling on ex-* 
tension of First Avenue in the Elmwood Cemetery when they 
sew two or three police cars go by. They proceeded on t q 
their home end learned by radio reports that the Gaston 
Motel had been bombed. 

On the mor ning of the 16th Street Baptist Chnrch 
bombing,| |was at hi s residence an d approximately 

10:20 or iu:*u a.m. , his son. 1 1 accompanied hi® 

to the office wher e they prepared stock for a contract order< 

| had left that morning at IQ? 05 a.m . en 
route to church and when she returned she told[_ 
about the 16th Street Church having been bombeaT 

again stated that his organization 
does not advocate any violence and that he did not know 
any suspects in the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing. 

1 stated that this in terview was nobl^ 
being recorded on any mechanical device. 

The following description was ^uLaiiiBu.cmnm 
observation and interrogation: 

- 1 -- 

Name: 

Alias: 

Address: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Remarks: 


4->o 
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I 



Complexion: 
Marital Status: 
Wife: 

Son: 


Employment: 

Business phone: 
Residence phone: 


b6 

b7C 



4-r*/ 







H»M4 v .InWlt 


vena 


owing infor 


Birmingham, Alabama 


FlU #. 


Dot* dictated 


BH 157-336 
BH 15773 52. 

9/28/63 


Thli doourosnt contain* n*lth*r f*oomroendotton« nor conclusion* of tha FBI. It is t|>* proparty of ths FRf and l* loonsd to 
your agsney; It and its oontsnta ars not to bs dlstributsd outsld* your agsnoy. 
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28 / 6 - 


south,_ 

furnisfie 

eming ms itinerary on Septem 
he travell ed to Montgomery/ Alabama, with 

~~1 United Americans for C onser.vat 1 _ 

I sfatea he ana l _ I left Birmingham on" Tuesday 

morning, September 24, 1963, and proceeded by automobile tp 
Montgomery, Alabama, and return approximately 4:30 PM the 
same day. While in Montgomery, on business concerning 
heating equipment contracts, they contacted the following 
state officials: b6 

■ - . b7C 

HUGJf ADAMS# State Building Commissioner 
, Financial Department 
Governor's Office 
Revenue Commission 
Architect 


|_| stated this trip was for strictly 

business purposes and|_I did not contact persons 

ott>er tha n the state officia ls before re turning to Bir¬ 
mingham. I I regards I l as a business **> 

associate whol I Acme Plumbing Company 

and who is I [ of the United Americans for Co n- 

^ervative Government, a politic al organization to conserve 
coTTSTITfCutionar rights. | j stated he has attended only 

one meeting of this group which was held at the city hall 
inJIJrussville, Alabama, at whioh the principal speaker was 
ARtw^INES, former mayor. There were approximately 300 to 
400'people in attendance, and Rev erend 1 GRISWOLD was also a > 
speaker at this meeting. I | was unimpressed and highly 

disgusted with the type of speech that was made by GRISWOLD 
in view of his position as a Ba ptist mi nister. He is a 
very outspoken segregationist. | 1 stated he is not a 

member of the Klan or the National States Rights Party and 
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does npt condone In any way the actions or behavior of thJL 
party. He stated his conversation with I I conogw 

ing this matter would indicate that I I definitely does 

not condlone the platform of the National States Right s Par 
and has often 3ald tha t this group hurts the cause pf 
organization. | I stated he attended the annual banque 

held in September, 19b3, of the United Americans for Con¬ 
servative Government because he is a personal friend of 
Governor WALLACE and Gov ernor WA LLACE was the pr incipal 
speaker at the banquet. \ stated I 1 attended 

the banquet and later commented tha t they were a bunch of 
"rednecks” and that she wi shed that I ] woul d get 

out of this organization. I I told I |that 

I l a small newspaper palled 

the "Cahaba News" which is apparently at least $5*000 in 
the red , an d I I was attempti ng to se ll this paper to 

I, and I I had approached | [ as an investor i,n 

this venture . I I stated he has heard ho furthe r word 

from l I concerning the purchase of this paper. | [ 

recalled during his trip to Montgomery that I I intper- 

duced hi m to f 1 Direc tor of Public Safety, amKhe 

over heard! I tell I I to stay away from J. B^&TONER 

lawyer for the Stat^B 
that STONER was ''hot. ,r 


told 


I_| viewed a group of photographs consisting 

of ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS and his associates and was unable to 
identify any of them. He further stated he has not been 


active in this group; however, he would attend further meet¬ 


ings in an effort to pbtain more background information con¬ 


cerning ROBERT E, CHAMBLISS and any information he obtained. 


especially concerning the bombings in the Birmingham area, 
he would immediately furnish it to the local FBI Office. 
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Dot* 


9/24/63 


L 


was Intervi ewed at the M inor 
She advised thatlL 

!0 " 


Heights Baptist Church. 

Reverend FERRELL GRISWOLD, pastor of the Minor Heights 
Baptist Church, is out o f town. She advised that on Sun- 

I I__ _ . 9 _ < «. _ __ _ LjXJ 

t L 


day, September 15, 1963j 


]preached the sermon 


at the church at 10 AM and al so at the evening service. 
She advised that l | was at home in the morning 

before going to church. She stated I has no 

■tcnnwledge regarding the bombing. She described 


blC 




_as "an independent Baptist preacher wanting constitu¬ 
tional government," 


On 

by 


9/20/63 „» Minor Heights, 



Alabama File # 


Dote dictated 
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9/24/63 


This docum.nl contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* o( th* FBI. 
your agency; It and It* content* are not to b* distributed outside your agency. 
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4 # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOlT 


Dot* 


9/26/63 




S. ARRROX. 

FERRELL EUOEmfWISWOLDrTSnlster, First Baptist 
Church, Minor Heights, wno resides' ad3acent to the church, 
appeared~at'^the“FBr office and voluntarily furnished the 
following Informat jon: j .4L, 

He stated he wished to make his position clear 
concerning the fact that he is not and never has been a 
member of the National States Rights Party (NSRP) and he 
is quite concerned about newspaper articles that gave the 
inference that meetings and rallies he attends, and in 
which he is a speaker, that he is a member of the NSRP. 

He stated he does ndt adtocate or condone in any manner 
the platform of the NSRP. He is a member of the local 
John Birch Society and attends meetings reg ularly on the 
second Tuesday of each month at th e home of I I 

Minor Heights, Alabama. He stated T I la n ot a 

member of the John Birch Society, however I I l3 an 

active member. Reverend GRISWOLD is also the honorary 
chaplain of the United Americans for Conservative Govern¬ 
ment organization and also an honorary member of the Bir¬ 
mingham Regional Association for Informat ion and Needs 
(BRAIN) which was formed in Ju ne of 1963. I 
I 1 and[ 


r 


iteverena gkjlswui*d stated approximately twoyjraarsaggohhe 
became very concerned and interested in the subject of 
communism and has read all the literature he could obtain* 
including that of J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the FBI. 

He stated he is a segregationist and is frequently invited 
to speak on the subject of constitutional rights and commu¬ 
nism at locaLmeetIngs of the Klan and other conservative 
organizations. He stated fie is not a member of a Klan; 
however, on L^bor Day, which was September 2, 1963 * he was 
invited to attend and speak at a Klan rally at the request 

of ROBERT S HELTON on the subject of communism. _He st. at £&. 

hls friend.I 

I_ ~.| was also a speaker at this rally. 

GRISWOLD stated he is willing to speak at any organization 
which has as its purpose and objective the platform of 
constitutional rights, segregation, and anti-communism. 

He described his association with the following individuals: 


b6 
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On 


by 
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Birmingham, Alabama 


File i 
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and 
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.Date dictated 
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ROBERT SHELTON has invited him to attend and 
speak at Klan rallies. 

I United 

Americans for Conservative Government, has made Mr. GRISWOLD 
honorary chaplain of this organization and (JrRISWOLD has be 

spoken on several occasions on the subject of communism. b?c 

Thro ugh this organiz ati on Mr. GRISWO LD has had association 
with ! l and | and knows ROBERT CHAM¬ 

BLISS only by name and reputation for CHAMBLISS' activities 
in segregation incidents. 


is unknown to Mr. GRISWOLD. 


Reverend GRISWOLD advised he attended the United 
Americans for Conservative Government anniversary banquet 
held in September, 1963 * and gave the invocation. He 
stated he has never known this organization to condone or 
advocate any violence and he has no knowledge concerning 
anyone possessing explosives and especially dynamite. 

ZReverend GRISWOLD stated he attended a rally of 
the West End Parents for Private Schools held at the Midfield 
Shopping Center at 3 PM on September 15, 1963* which time 
he congratulated the high school students of this group con¬ 
cerning their behavior and obeyance of law during demonstra¬ 
tions the previous week. He stated two young boys attended 
this meeting and later attended an NSRP meeting, and the 
newspapers reported that Reverend GRISWOLD was the principal 
speaker at the NSRP meeting which he pointed out was erroneous. 
Reverend GRISWOLD stated he has no specific information as 
to suspects or subjects in the recent bombings in the Birming¬ 
ham area, and he would immediately furnish the FBI any infor¬ 
mation that he received. 

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interrogation: 


L 
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Name 

Occupation 


Residence 

Race 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Marital status 
Education 
Automobiles owned 


FERRELL EUGENE GRISWOLD 
Minister (13 years), 
First Baptist Church, 
Minor Heights, Alabama 
Adjacent to church 
White 
Male 


200 pounds 
Heavy 

Light brown (crew cut) 

Blue 

Medium 

Married 

Howard University 

1962 gray Mercedes Benz 
with blue upholstery; 

1963 Volkswagen 


On Sunday, September 15 , 1963 * at about 10t20 AM> 
when the 16th Street Baptist Church was bombed. Reverend 
GRISWOLD was teaching a Sunday School Class at his church. 





FD-302 IB»Y'. 1*25-60) 



ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO 



Date 


9/16/63 


who resides at [ 


] 


3 Alabama, was Interviewed and stated 
he was on the Governor v s Staff and did not condone the violence < 
that took place at the Sixteenth Street BaptiBt Church. He 
stated he was on e xtended sick leave from the PULLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY. ~| stated that on that morning, he went to, church 

at the Minor Heights Baptist Church at about 9:15 in the morning 
and that Sunday School a t his chur ch lasted from approximately 
10:0 0 a.nu.. to 11:00 a.m. I I stated he attended c hurch 

withl l at 


Istated that while at church he spoke 
the Minister, FARRELL GRISWOLD. 


to and shook hands with 

stated after church, he returned to his home and did not leave 
until about 3:00 p.m., when be left to attend the rally at 
the Midfield Shopping Center, where Reverend FARRELL GRISWOLD 
and Legislat or, MALCOLM BETHEA were the principal speakers. 

I I stated that the principal theme at the rally was 

for the people to stay off the streets and not to openly demonstrate 
while the tense situation existed following th e bombing of the 
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. I I pointed out that 

he did not condone violence of any type and the incident on 
September 15, 1963, was deplorable. He stated that this incident 
served to help the Negroes cause in integration matters and would 
hurt the segregationists. He said that he had no information to 
identify suspects or subjects in this matter or any other matters 
pertaining to vio lence but he would notify the FBI if he received 
any Information. I I is described as follows: 


Name: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Address: 

t m 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair* 

Complexion: 

Scars and Marks: 

Peculiarities: 
Marital Status: 



On 

by 


9/15/63 

SA'Sl 


Be ssemer, Alabama 
"l and 

Jrte . - _ 


FiU 0 _ BH 157-3 52— 

Do,. dic,...d 9/16/63 


This document contains neither tecomroendallone not conclusion# of the FBI. It le the property of the FBI 
your agency; It and lte contents ate not to be distributed outeide your agency. 


and Is loaned to 
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During another Investigation conducted,|_ 
was interviewe d on May 27, 1963, a t which time he advis ee! 
Special Agents I h nd I T that 

during the evening of May 11, 1963, he attended a rally 
sponsored by the Ku Klux Klan at Bessemer, Alabama, 


i 



l 
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BIRMINGHAM KLAN8MEN 


44-o 
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Data 


b6 

b7C 


... _ __ Special Agent observed ROBERT 
MJ SHELTON at the Hotel ‘Stafford , 1 Tuscaloosa, Alabama, between 
the hours of 8:40 a.m. and 9:04 a.m. on September 15, 1963 . 

At that time he was In the company of four unknown white males 
In the dining room of the hotel. SHEt/PON's Grand prix Pontiac 
was observed in the parking lot of the hotel.' 


On 


by 


9/15/63 Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


SA 


rak 
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TKla document contain! neither recommendation, nor conclusion, of the FBI. 
your agency; ft and It. content, are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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or\ 

ROBERT M.'"SHELTON, Alston Building, 

Al abama , imperial Wi zard, United Klans of_ America ,._Inc., 
"KrTlgKts of the Ku Kiux Klan,'was interviewed at his office. 
He was advised of the identity of the interviewing agents. 
He was advised that he did not have to make any statement, 
that no threats or promises were being made to him, and 
that any statement he made would be voluntary. 


He was questioned as to his whereabouts on the 
morning of September 15* 1963- He stated that on this 
particular morning he was at the Hot el Staffor d, which 
information coul d be verified by the | b f the hotel, 

I ~1 stating al so that he had been obs erved 

in the Hotel Stafford by SA| [ who 

he observed to be having breakfast with his family at 
the h!otel. He advised that at approximately 10:00 to 
10:3Q A.M., he was seated in the lobby of the hotel. 

f 

SHELTON then questioned agents as to whether 
investigation was being conducted by the FBI concerning 
some 62 cars of Negroes traveling in a caravan in the 
area of Highway 69 coming out of Moundville, Alabama, 
which broke up into smaller groups upon arriving at 
Tus,caloosa, Alabama. He stated these groups of Negroes 
wexje proceeding toward Birmingham on the night of 
September 14, 19^3> that he called the T uscaloos a. Alabama, 
Police Department, and talked to Officer l advising 

him of thi3 large group of Negroes; that ne later called 
an individual who lived in the Cottondale, Alabama, area 
ori the outskirts of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and that this 
individual verified to him that 25 carloads of Negroes 
had passed through Cottondale on U. S. Highway Number 11, 
en route to Birmingham, Alabama. He declined to identify 
the individual to whom he had talked at Cottondale, 

Alabama, and stated that no license numbers wtere obtained 
from these cars. 


ib 6 
b7C 


SHELTON advised he was unable to recall specifically 
his whereabouts on September 4, 1963, but he believed he 
was in Tuscumbia, Alabama. 


On 


by 


9/23/63 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


File § 
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He pointed out that whenever a bombing occurs, 
that Investigation was always conducted by the FBI ag to his 
whereabouts, and stated that to his knowledge no investigation 
had been conducted by the FBI concerning known members of 
the Nation of Islam, He exhibited a file with photographs 
of the, following individuals, whom he identified as known 
members of the Nation of Islam, residing in Birmingham, 



ke advised that he had picked up information 
concerning heavy traveling by the Muslim members throughout 
Alabama on September 14, 1963 . He declined to identify the 
source of his•information concerning this matter. 


•4*- f-> 




3 



SHELTON stated that through "The Southern Patriot" 
paper, published by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc., 822 Perdido Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, he Is 
fully aware of the activities of the Infiltration of the 
Communist groups into the integration matter, and advised 
that it was his belief that these bombings were incidents 
created by these Communist groups. 
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SHELTON advised that he had suffered multiple 
fractures in the recent airplane crash in which one ALVni 
SISK was killed, and it was observed that SHELTON'a 
right arm was in a cast. 


f 


4 - 





9/15/63 


Bessemer, Alabama 


Date dictated 


9/16/63 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o( the FBI. It is the property ol the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Height: 


FD-302 (Rey, 1-2S-80) 


]_ l who resides at I ^ 

[ t Alabama, was Interviewed at his 

■residence and stated that he was Home during most of the 
morning of September 15, 1 963, that he o nly we nt out at 
about 8:30 a.m, to pick up I ~l at the I 

at Five Points, West, In Birmingham, Alabama. I I stated 
that be and | ~| -went to WOODIE’S AMOCO SERVICE STATION on 

9th Avenue In Bessemer, Alabama, and then to the Pondorosa 1 
Restaurant, to have coffee. He said that t^cowbay"ran this 
restaurant but he could not recall whether he sa w cowboy or 
anyone else at the restaurant on Sunday morning. I ~1 

stated that he did not leave the house until about 3:00 p.m., 

when he went to Midfield Shopping Center to attend a\ rally 
where DR. FARRELL GRISWOLD spoke and also Legislator* MALCOLM 

BETHEA spoke. He explained that the general theme of the 

GRISWOLD and BETHEA talks had to do with the people staying 
off the streets and not demonstrating during the tense period 
following the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church* 
He said that a motorcade had been planned but this motorcade 
had been canceled.! I _ I 


1 _| stated that [___| w ng aypumii g— iuui- 

night at his home. He said that he did not knoK_xhat organiza¬ 
tions I [ represented but he believed that| had been 

associated with the National States_Rlghts P arty (NSRP). | 
stated he could not Turn IstT lin y backgrou nd ~l n format ion regarding 


other than he came fr< 


made the statement that he was against 
violence of any type and particularly against the bombing of 
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church because that bombing would 
hurt the segregationists cause and gain much sympathy for / 

the Negroes. He said he had no information as to the identity / 
of the people causing the explosion but would notify the FBI / 
if he received any inf ormation about that bombing or any other 
such incident. >:-l I is described as follows: S ' 

- --- j /: - 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex; 

Born: 
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Weight: 

Build: 

Hair: 

Eyes; 

Complexion: 
Remarks: 

Scars: 

Marital Status: 

Father; 

Employment: 

Military Service: 


In another investigation conducted ! k as inter- 

viewed on May 22. 196 3. at which time h e advised Special Agents 

I and I I that he attended a rally 

u Klux Klan at Bessemer, Alabama, during the 
evening of May 11, 1963. 


I 
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_| residence. | | was Interviewed at w hich time 

ne stated that his home was in I 1 . and in 

the past, he has bee n employed doing electrical work for one 

I added that he arrived ,at Birmingham, 
Alabama, at approximately 11:00 a.m. on September 14, 1963. 

He was asked why he had come to Birmingham and he stated that 
he had come to visit "friends." He did not elaborate further 
on the reason for his visit to Birmingham. He indicated that 
he was staying at theresidence while In Birmingham. 

He said that on the morning of September 15. 1963, he and 

had been at the | fat about 8:30 a.m. 

xurxner, tnat ne and | | had spdnt the remainder of the day 

together . On Sunday morning,, September 15, 1963, they had 
~jl963 white two-door "Chevrolet serviced at .’WOODY ' S 
AHACO SERVICE STATION and"after the car was serviced, they 
went to the Pondorosa Cafe where they had coffee. He could \f 
not recall the exact t ime they were at these places.,' They 
returned to the I I home and stayed there until shortly 

before 3;00 p.m. when they attended a rally at Midfield, 
Alabama. At this rally. Reverend FARRELL GRISWOLD and 
Legislator MALCOLM BETHEA spoke, urging the group of 
several hundred people present at the rally not to demonstrate 
during the tense period following the bombing of the Sixteenth 
Street Baptist Church. 

During.the interview, | [ appeared somewhat 

antagonistic, and asked the Agents "Have they found the Negro 
who killed the white man in Lexington, North Carolina?" 
and "Does the NAACP in its meeting say a pledge of allegiance 
to the flag?" I did not appear co-operative and was 

also short-spoken in answers to questions. 


is deferibed as follows 


From observation 


Sex: 

Age: 

Residence 

Height: 


9/15/63 


9/16/63 


Data dictated 
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